STATEMENT

 BY 

THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK

HIS WORSHIP CLLR MUESEE KAZAPUA
AT THE OCCASION OF THE  

SIGNING CEREMONY

OF THE 
MEMORANDUM OF COOPERTION  

BETWEEN

CITY OF WINDHOEK AND OUTAPI TOWN COUNCIL  

20 JULY 2016 

AT 14:30
Director of Ceremonies, Mr. Fillemon Hambuda ACEO of the City of Windhoek,
Your Worship the Mayor of Outapi Town Council, Cllr Selma Asino, 
Hon Councilors from both sides,

Mr. Ananias Nashilongo, CEO of Outapi Town Council,
Officials from both sides,
Members of the Media,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me on the onset to on behalf of the Council and  residents of the City of Windhoek to the warmly welcome Your Worship to Windhoek. It is indeed a great honour for me to officiate at this historical occasion marking the signing ceremony of a renewed Memorandum of Partnership and Cooperation between the City of Windhoek and the Outapi Town Council. 
Your Worship, Honourable Councillors, the City of Windhoek being the Capital City and the hub of economic activities of our Republic, has a great national obligation to play, in terms of assisting its sister local authorities, particularly the upcoming ones- through capacity building initiatives and experience sharing. 
As a Council, we continue to place a high premium on Windhoek's intergovernmental relations and grow the number of our sister local authorities across the country. 
This is part of our commitment to nation building, decentralized local governance and contribution to the attainment of Namibia’s fundamental statement of intent, VISION 2030 and the spirit of Harambee Prosperity Plan.

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen, has its important to mention that our two Councils have maintained a strong relationship since the signing of the first agreement in 1998. In appreciation of the progress made, the agreement was renewed in 2007. I am happy to mention that during this period the following projects where implemented:

· Assistance in Financial Management in the areas of Revenue Collection and Credit Control.

· Cooperation in strategic planning in areas of property and land management. 

· Capacity Building and Skills Development.

· Local Economic Development: Small and Medium Enterprises Development.

· Technical support in Environmental Management with the view to full implementation of the Local Agenda 21.

· Town Planning and Waste Management.

· Assistance in the development of Olufuko Festival concept.

· Political exchanges in urban food and nutrition security. 

Your Worship, I have no doubt that the great amount of work that has been done; through political consultation and technical exchanges between our two Councils; is testimony to what has propelled us to the renewal of the agreement of cooperation here today. We are therefore meet here today, to reaffirm this commitment for a better tomorrow for all our people. It is an occasion that we all have long been awaiting for. 

Your Worship, Honourable Councillors, in the modern world, as communities grow and develop, they also diversify. As a nation, we have seen our country become much more culturally diverse. Therefore, the ideals of Namibia sister local authorities and intergovernmental programs; should not only be confined to our institutions, but should impact positively on the lives of the people we represent. In this way, we will not only ensure enhanced decentralization, sharing of resources and understanding, but also nation building. 
Your Worship, our local government legislation, Act 23 of 1992 empowers local leadership to find the solutions and pathways which meet the community needs. 
Therefore, the values we adhere to in the sister local authorities programmes; should be the values that we live by, in our own diverse communities; as we strive to build social cohesion and a strong sense of nationhood. 
I therefore believe Your Worship, Honourable Councillors, that the communities that our respective councils are dedicated to; is an important foundation for nation building. Without strong communities and local leadership, nations cannot be strong. 
As elected representatives our duty and responsibilities go way beyond the mere attendance of meetings. Each and everyday we  must also be activists who are able to work together with the communities, in order to end the plight of poverty that still afflict large sections of our society.
Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am gratified that as local authority leaders, we understand and appreciate the strategic importance of our inter-dependency and mutual beneficial friendship. We should therefore ensure that this cooperation remains a working partnership and not a symbolic or a mere protocol arrangement.

Furthermore Your Worship, the very best way to improve the quality of live of our people is by meeting together, sharing experiences and learning from each other. I have no doubt, that the strategic partnership between the City of Windhoek and Outapi Town Council will strengthen the good relationship that already exists between the two Councils. 
I am pleased to mention that through this Memorandum of Cooperation, our two Councils have agreed to continue cooperating on mutually agreed projects related to:

· Human Resource Development and Management

· Sharing of information in Financial Management

· Tourism Promotion
· Infrastructural development and Technical assistance
· Urban Food Security.
We believe that these areas are of extreme importance in promoting social and economic development to the mutual benefit of both our two councils. 
However, Director of Ceremonies, with the signing of this Memorandum of Cooperation, there is more hard work to be done by all parties to implement specific projects. An important aspect of our cooperation should therefore be that the projects agreed upon; are successfully implemented and bear fruits. 
In conclusion, Your Worship, allow me to once again on behalf of my delegation and indeed on my own behalf, to welcome you to Windhoek.

Thank you. [image: image1.png]



1
1

